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Andrew Dexter is North Reading 

High School’s newest art teacher. Mr. 

Dexter says that art has always been one 

of his greatest strengths. He explains 

how after a few desk jobs, he realized art 

education would fulfill his passion. He 

said, “Art helps us become well rounded 

people and professionals”. Dexter says, 

art teaches improves skills such as 

problem solving, troubleshooting, 

brainstorming, and much more. 

Dexter has had a few art teachers 

of his own that have influenced him. He 

says, “They were wacky but brilliant”. 

He uses their teachings in all facets of 

his life. He finds artists with a critical 

eye for detail, and specific style to be 

especially inspiring. He appreciates 

artists with endless ideas that are always 

transforming themselves and their work.  

Prior to working at North 

Reading High School, Dexter worked as 

the Library Media Specialist at Marshall 

Simonds Middle School in Burlington, 

MA. Here, he had multiple 

responsibilities. This fast paced position, 

has helped him become quick on his 

feet, stay organized, and become more 

flexible to change. Now Dexter is the 

new Digital Photography & Drawing and 

Painting teacher at NRHS.  

He wants to help students 

express themselves and retain problem 

solving skills. Real life skills are always 

being developed in Dexter’s class 

through problem solving, idea creation, 

and critical thinking. “Real life skills can 

be a cognitive skill”, said Dexter. He also 

uses technology, such as DSLR cameras, 

Photoshop, and much more, to teach 

real life skills to students. 



 

 

Dexter’s short time goals at 

NRHS would be to become more 

comfortable with his new surroundings, 

teach quality lessons to his students 

consistently, and get to know his 

students and peers better every day. 

Expanding the influence of the Art 

Department at NRHS is one of Dexter’s 

many long term goals. He also pursues 

to reach out to the North Reading 

Community, and share what is great 

about his students here at NRHS. 

Dexter wants his students to be 

themselves, “Embrace the person 

you are”. He warns his students to 

think before they speak, in other words, 

“Use your head”. He wants them to 

have an understanding any action can 

have any consequence, bad or good. “Be 

a self-sustaining learner.” As a 

student you can expand your knowledge 

on any subject you wish. Students 

should pursue any and all interests. 

“Work can be hard but it's worth 

it.” Dexter explains how hard the reality 

of adult pressures can be. High School 

requires hard work, but college requires 

more. And after college, the real world is 

even more challenging.  No matter how 

hard the world, don't limit yourself. 

Believing you can do better will make 

you well-rounded, and teach you more 

every day. 
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