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Course Description          

Drawing and Painting builds on many art concepts and practices taught in Foundations of Art. Students 

will create 2D artwork that demonstrates an understanding of a variety of materials. Students will explore 

a variety of art making processes with the goal of developing their own creative voice. Technical drawing 

and painting skills will be built through compositional planning and observational work from nature, 

sometimes supplemented with photographs. In addition, students will gain an understanding of one and 

two point perspective, the importance of light, color theory, and the historical relevance of one’s own art 

as well as contemporary and fine art throughout history. 

 

Throughout this course students will be challenged in a variety of ways. By adopting the 8 Studio Habits 

of Mind, students will develop skills that reach far beyond the creative products that are made throughout 

the course. The 8 Studio Habits of Mind parallel many essential 21st Century Learning Skills, requiring 

extensive critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, innovation, communication, collaboration, visual 

literacy and cross disciplinary thinking, to name a few.  

 

8 Studio Habits of Mind - Drawing and Painting  

(Adapted from artiseducation.org)    

1. Become an Artist: Learning to use tools, materials, artistic conventions and learning to care for tools, 

materials, and space.  

 

2. Engage and Persist: Learning to embrace problems of relevance within the art world and/or of 

personal importance, to develop focus conducive to working and persevering at tasks. 

      

3. Envision: Learning to picture mentally what cannot be directly observed and imagine possible next 

steps in making a piece. 

      

4. Express: Learning to create works that convey an idea, a feeling, or a personal meaning - all within the 

context of drawing and painting. 

      

5. Observe: Learning to attend to visual contexts more closely than ordinary “looking” requires and 

thereby see things that otherwise might not be seen; viewing with a critical eye. 

      

6. Reflect: Learning to think and talk with others about an aspect of one’s work or working process and 

learning to judge one’s own work and working process as well as the work of others. 

      

7. Stretch & Explore: Learning to reach beyond one’s capacities, to explore playfully without a 

preconceived plan, and to embrace the opportunity to learn from mistakes - all within the context of 

drawing and painting. 

      



8. Understand Arts Community: Learning to interact as an artist with other artists in the classroom, local 

arts organizations, and beyond. 

 

Communication 

artwithmrdexter.wordpress.com is updated regularly basis. This site provides information on current 

and upcoming assignments, important documents, student work and much more. Go to the blog and 

subscribe to updates:  

 

 
School Email: adexter@nrpsk12.org 

 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will learn: 

• How to compose artwork effectively on a 2D surface 

• How to develop color plans through an understanding of color theory 

• How to apply linear and atmospheric perspective to their pictures 

• How to use light and shade to model and describe form 

• How to draw and paint from observation 

• How to draw and paint from imagination 

• How to apply techniques in a variety of media 

• How to communicate visual ideas verbally and in writing 

 

This course explores drawing and painting through three main contexts.  

  

- Self-application context - Students will learn about many facets of drawing and painting by 

completing exercises and projects that require the use of art materials. 

 

- Historical context - Students will learn about drawing and painting through studying art history. 

Drawing and painting techniques, and historical and cultural information will help students make 

deeper connections to course content.  

 

- Career context - Students will explore various career directions within the realm of drawing and 

painting. Through readings, video and direct contact with professional artists, students will gain a 

deeper appreciation for course content. 

 

Types of Student Work: 

Understanding of learning standards will be demonstrated by: 

 

Creation of artwork 

 - Drawing/painting from direct observation 

 - Contour and blind contour drawing 
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 - Drawing/painting from photo reference 

 - Drawing with aid of grid 

 

Writing 

 - Self, peer, and professional artist critique 

 - Visual arts vocabulary reinforcement 

 - Artist’s Statement 

 

Oral Critique 

 - Self, peer, and professional artist critique 

 - Use of visual arts vocabulary when speaking 

 

Grades: 

● 70% = In Class projects (rubrics and assignment assessment tools vary for each assignment. 
Project completion, participation, self-revision, effort, craftsmanship and conduct will always be 
measured.) 

 
● 10% =Homework (sketching, gathering resource materials, completing writing assignments). 

Submission of late homework will result in a maximum of half credit. 

 
● Final Grade = 80% Quarter Grades (20% each quarter), 10% Mid-Term Exam / Project Grade, 

10% Final Exam / Project Grade 

     

      

 

      

     

    

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

     

    

   

 


